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when by being so he might have gained favor with the praetor? No one. Those very men who used to feast with you, your advisers and accomplices, did not venture to utter a word. In that very senate-house in which a statue of yourself and a naked statue of your son were standing, was there no one whom even your naked son in a province stripped naked could move to compassion? Moreover they inform me also of this, that they had passed the vote of panegyric in such a form that all men might see that it was not a panegyric, but rather a satire, to remind everyone of his shameful and disastrous prae-torship. For in truth it was drawn up in these words. " Because he had scourged no one." From which you are to understand that he had caused most noble and innocent men to be executed. " Because he had administered the affairs of the province with vigilance," when all his vigils were well known to have been devoted to debauchery and adultery; moreover, there was this clause added, which the defendant could never venture to produce, and the accuser would never cease to dwell upon; " Because Verres had kept all pirates at a distance from the island of Sicily;" men who in his time had entered even into the " island " of Syracuse. And after I had received this information from them, I departed from the senate-house with my brother, in order that they might decree what they chose.
Immediately they pass a decree. First, " That my brother Lucius should be connected with the city by ties of hospitality ;" because he had shown the same good-will to the Syra-cusans that I had always felt myself. That they not only wrote at that time, but also had engraved on brazen tablets and presented to us. Truly very fond of you are your Syra-cusans whom you are always talking of, who think it quite a sufficient reason for forming an intimate connection with your accuser, that he is going to be your accuser, and that he has come among them for the purpose of prosecuting inquiries against you. After that, a decree is passed, not with any difference of opinion, but almost unanimously, " That the panegyric which had been decreed to Caius Verres, be rescinded." But,'when not only the vote had been come to, but when it had even been drawn up in due form and entered in the records, an appeal is made to the praetor. But who makes this